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145 Hudson Verrace 


Yonkers 3, New York 


Christmas, 1947 
Dear Friends: 


Christmas is like a delicate carving by a great artist that makes our 
feelings visible. It lets us focus for a little while on the hope and the wonder 
that goes deeper than our present bewilderment. 


Men everywhere are oppressed by a sense of futility, harassed by lore- 
boding, in need of perspective, in need of deliverance from their own self- 
centeredness. 


May the picture of Christmas bring you its great gilt — the knowledge 
that God lives and rules, the awareness that every human being by virtue 
of his humanity may be responsive to beauty and sood will, and the realiza- 
tion that to us as to adoring shepherds long ago Christ may be born again. 

Your warm friends, 
THORNTON AND RUTH PENFIELD 
THORNTON, II] AND CHARLOTTE 


ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS 
Wood-carying by Artist-Sculptor Alois Lang, —Courtesy American Seating Company 
Christ Cathedral, Springfield, Massachusetts. Printed in U.S.A. 
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©) come to us amid this war of life; 

To hall and hovel come; to all who toil 
Come to them, blest and blessing, 
Christmas‘) ay. 
ee them once more the tale of Bethlehem: 

The kneeling shepherds and the Babewine: 
a keer D home men indeed, four Christmas‘ Day. 


CHARLES KINGSLEY 
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REPRODUCED FROM AN ORIGINAL WOOD ENGRAVING 
DONE FOR LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 
BY WARREN B. MACK. A.N.A. 
LAFAYETTE ’15, PH.B., ’46, Sc.D. 
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“A CHRISTMAS WISH” 


| AM THINKING OF YOU TODAY, BECAUSE IT IS CHRISTMAS AND | WISH 
YOU JoY. AND TOMORROW, BECAUSE ITISTHE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, I 
SHALL WISH YOU JOY. MAYHAP | CANNOT TELL YOU ABOUT IT FROM DAY 
TO DAY, FOR YOU MAY BE FAR AWAY, OR WE MAY BE ENTANGLED WITH 
THE THINGS OF LIFE. BUT IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE - MY THOUGHTS AND 
MY WISH WILL BE WITH YOU. WHATEVER OF JOY OR SUCCESS COMES TO 
YOU, | SHALL BE GLAD. CLEAR THROUGH THE YEAR, WITHOUT PRETENSE, 


| WISH YOU THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS. 
HENRY VAN DYKE 


THE WAGGONERS 
HOUSE OF HAPPINESS 


SEDALIA, MISSOURI 


LONDON Orricv: SPEEDWELL 1660 BARNFIELD TOP, 


BAYLEY’S HILL, 
SEVENOAKS, KENT. 


TBLEPHONE (TOLL) WEALD 270. 


September 50th.,1948 
Dear Mrs Speer, 

I simply cannot tell you what joy your letter has 
given me. It arrived today and I write at once! To know that my 
beloved husband is still remembered by some of you, and remembered 
with such love and respect, gives me greater joy than anything else 
in the world could. I remember many years ago being at dinner, I 
think at the Rufus Jones’ in Haverford West,where to my astonished 
delight I found that every guest remembered Hudson and had been to 
his lectures. But this Was, as I have said,many years ago and I had 
hardly dared to hope that his name was still remembered smong you- 
Zven though I know that, long after the names of speakers are 
forgotten ,something of what they gtood for remains with those who 
heard them - if what they said was of real moment,as in the case of 
my husband it certainly was. I have his photograph before me now 
and wish so much that I could show him your letter. Perhaps he knows? 
You see,he loved America and Americans so much and took such real 
delight in his work among you - and in after years in my work too - 
that I know how much he would be moved by reading what you say. 

I remember that I almost trembled to tell him that 
I had been asked to go again to America in the early part of the 
wea,when the U boats danger was very serious,and I feared he would 
beg me not to risk it. I felt I ought t pond feared the division 
of opinion between us; but I need not have feared. He dreaded my 


incurring such danger of course, but he was clear at once that it was 


= 22 oF 
. bed 
my duty to go. I am afraid that if it had teen any other country ora, 
thet I was to visit he would by no means have been so clear! % 
I have just been listening to American Commentary on the f 


7 


Redio and think we are fortunate in the men chosen for this job. “ 


The situation sounds pretty grim but it is good to know that, what- SS 
ever laternal quarrels you have you are @s 4 nation solid behind the 
foreign policy on which so much of the well-being of the world 
depends. 

Will you give my love to Margaret when you are writing? I 


often wish that I could see you both and have a talk. 


Yours with deepest gratitude, 


on pace rycen Wiles 
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Miss Hattie R. MacOurdy 
119 East 29th Sirece New Vor: 16 


Telephone MUrray Hill 3-0566 
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“The Christmas Story” 
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BROAD STREET STATION BUILDING 
1617 PENNSYLVANIA BOULEVARD 


PHILADELPHIA 4, PA. 


May 14, 1948 


My dear Mrs. Speer: 


Your note of the 10th was received and is very 
much appreciated. I knew my Aunt Rebekah and have been 
brought up in the atmosphere of both the Y.M.C.A. and 
Y.W.C.A., and can appreciate your high regard for her. 


Aside from the guidance and direction of my 
father and my uncle Richard C., for whom I was named, I 
doubt that there is anyone who had more influence in my 
early student days than Robert E. Speer, John R. Mott, 
G. Campbell Morgan and D. L. Moody. 


It was always a great occasion in our home when 
Dr. Speer and Dr. Mott were guests, and their influence 
is felt today in many more ways than you and I can imagine. 
My only hope is that there are men coming on to continue 
that influence. 


With kindest personal regards, 


As ever, sincerely, 


[COcreero 


S) 


Mrs. Emma Bailey Speer 
825 Montgomery Avenue 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 
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AMERICAN OFFICE 
117 Wall Street, New Haven, Conn. 


Mail: 905A Yale Station 


Telephone: New Haven 7-3131 - Ext. 554 


January 29, 198 
(Dictated January 22, 198) 


Mrs. Robert Speer 
Lakeville 
Connecticut 


Dear Mrs. Speer: 


I appreciated very much your suggestion that a copy of the "Woman's Press" 
for January 1948, containing an article about Dr. Speer by Dr. John R. Mott, be 
sent to me here. I have read the article with warm interest. I have not seen any 
statement yet which really does justice to Dr. Speer's extraordinary service, but 
it must be a comfort to you to see these tributes from friends of his, who are try- 
ing to express something of their admiration and love for him and what he meant to 
them. 


Connie and I were present at the Memorial Service held in New York in 
the First Presbyterian Church and rejoiced in the tributes paid to Dr. Speer by 
Dr. Mackay and the other two speakers. Connie said she had the feeling that both 
Dr. Speer and Elliott were near us during the service and that they understood and 
appreciated the motives that led to the holding of the meeting. 


I wrote to Dr. Mackay, President of the Board, stating again my feeling, 
which has been strengthened as time has gone on that there should be a biography of 
Dr. Speer. Yoi know the correspondence I had with him concerning such a book, and 
you know his repeated statement of opinion against the writing of such a volume. 

I admire him for his genuine modesty and understand entirely why he should express 
himself as he did. He also said he would be opposed to any memorial service. WNever- 
theless, I think it was right that a service was held at which his friends could 
express their love and admiration. 


On January 12 I wrote Dr. Mackay in regard to that service and also 
stated again my feeling and hope that a biography about Dr. Speer could be written 
I wrote Dr. Mackay as follows: ; 


That was a beautiful tribute youpaid to Dr. Speer at the Memorial 
Service in the Fifth Avenue Church last month...I am sure that Dr. 
Speer understood and appreciated the admiration and affection you 
were expressing in his behalf for us all. I agree with you in your 
initial tribute to his character. From the standpoint of ability 


Mrs. Speer Page 2 January29, 1918 


/ 


and nobility of spirit, I think he was the greatest man I have ever 
known. "We shall not look upon his like again." 


Several times I spoke to him about his writing his autobiography, and 
when he refused to consider that suggestion, asked for his consent of 

my attempting a biography. Here again he refused. His attitude was 
refreshing at a time when so many other men were seeking publicity and 
write-ups; nevertheless, I think his biography should be written and, 

if no one else is available, I would like very much to attempt it. His 
life spanned nearly half of the full century of the Foreign Mission 
Service of our church, which he himself helped to lead and mold; he was 
an outstanding leader in our own church; he was a world leader in inter- 
denominational service; he was an author with a prodigious output with 
thirty-seven books and thousands of addresses. He himself wrote seven 
or eight biographies. All these facts point towards the value and need 
of someone writing his biography and I would like very much to attempt it. 
But whether or not this is possible will depend on future events and the 
demands of my own work. I have my hands full at present with the Yale- 
in-China administration and promotion. But I wanted you to know of this 
matter, which has been very much on my mind and heart. 


er 


I do not want to press this matter now, if it does not fit in with your 
own feelings and wishes, but I have heard a number of opinions expressed, supporting 
the idea that a permanent biography and record should be prepared, including excerpts 
from his wonderful letters; and 1 wanted to bring this matter to you and will, of 
course, follow your own preferment in the situation. 


I am leaving for California according to the present schedule February 16. 
We will be out there approximately two months, working for Yale-in-China. We have 
kept our apartment at 11) East 84th Street, New York, until we know more definitely 
about living arrangements in New Haven. Connie will probably go with me, and we will 
close the apartment so I suggest that you write to me at the above address when you 
have time to do so. 


I want to thank you for your very beautiful and brave letter, and you know 
I want to do whatever is right in this whole matter. 


Connie joins me in love and best wishes. 
Sincerely yours, 


W. Be What, 


W. Reginald Wheeler 
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MCNICOL BOSTON USA 


Telephone: KOKUSAI BUNKA SHINKOKAI 


SHIBUYA-{46}-9344— (The Society for International Cultural Relations) 
Kokusai Bilde. ,2,1l=chome ,Kyobashi , Chuo-ku 


TOKYO 
November i, 1948 
Mrs. BE. B. Speer - 
Rockledge 3 
Lakeville, Conn. 


Dear Mrs. Speer: 

your letter of October 11 was indeed most encouraging. Japanese 
people are doing utmost to cooperate with General weArthur for the 
recovery. The moral degradation after the war is very distressing 
and regrettable. and the only way to save this situation is by 
Christianization. I spoke about it with Mrs. Vining yesterday. She 
told me she was a friend of Margaret. Also I met Miss Michiko Kawai 
and talked over and over again about Dr. Speer and yourself. T have 
conveyed her your message. She is well and active in her work and 
she was so pleased and prayed for your health and for the prosperity _ 


of your family. 


Hisaakira Kano, Chairman. 
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APARTMENT B-1 
100 EAST PALISADE AVENUE 
ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


2 February 1948 
Dear Mrs. Speer, 


Thenk you for Five Minutes A Day. 
I have it here in the office and I think 
it would please Mr. Speer if he could 
see the people who pick it up and start 
looking it over. One woman who came in to 
look at a rug which I advertised for sale, 
saw the book on the table and stopped 
talking about the rug long enough to say 
that she had the book at home and how much 
it meant to her. So you see the bond that 
holds us together is strong. 


Unless something unlooked for turns 
up, I am planning now to BO to Wayne for 
the weekend of February 22\ My friend, 
Mery Sheman, has taken her little grand- 
daughter to Arizona to stay three months 
with one of her married daughters who is 
settled permanently there. This leaves 
my godchild, Caroline Johnson, at home 
with her husband. They have asked me over 
for this visit and I am thrilled at being 
invited. I shall telephone you and see if 
we can make some arrangement to have a 
little visit together. Caroline took over 
her mother's job at the Wayne Exchange 
when Mary undertook the care of her little 
@randchild so that she will be working on 
the Saturday I am in Wayne and that might 
give me a chance to hop a train for an 


hour or two in Bryn Mawr. Anyway, after 
I arrive in Wayne I can see what the sit- 
uation is and get in touch with you. 


We are still buried in deep, dirty 
snow but have not hesrd of any more in 
transit. I think I told you there is 
some kind of a weather seer in these parts 
who prophesied the December 26 storm and 
he now says we're in for another on 
February 9--a week from today. If he's 
right there will be time to be dug out 
before I go to Wayne. I hope you are 
keeping well and able to get about in 
spite of the weather. My mother has only 
been out of the house twice since Christmas 
and I am glad she is sensible in staying 
in away from the icy walks. 


Thank you again for your kind 
thought and I shall hope to see you soon. 


Love, 


Hil. 0.2 


CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE, NEW YORK™ TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 


December 29, 19):7 


Mrse Robert E. Speer, 
825 Montgomery Avenue, 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvaniae x 


Dear Mrs. Speers 


From several sources have come suggestions that there be established 
a Robert E. Speer Memorial in connection with the cause of foreign 
missionse One person has suggested that the Board immediately 
initiate plans for the raising of a large memorial fund to be devoted 
to some fitting memoriel to the life and service of Dre Speere It 
is our understanding that Dr. Speer definitely expressed himself, 
during his lifetime, as being opposed to any type of memorial fund 
or memorial building and, therefore, thus far, the Board has felt it 
unwise to consider such a plan. I amwriting to inquire if you have 
definite information for us in regard to Dr. Speer's wish in such a 
matter. Naturally, the Board will wish to cooperate most fully if 
Dr. Speer was opposed to any form of memorial of this character. 


The Board has voted to prepare a small memorial brochure, which will 
include the memorial tribute given by Dr. Mackay, the prayer by Dre 
Coffin, and the benediction by Dr. Browne When this is available, 
we shall be glad to see that copies are sent to yous 


Sincerely yours, 


[lee AA lan A 


Lloyd S. Ruland 
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CHRISTMAS - 1948 
To my friends, 


Again the blessed Christmas Season is almost here. The sky is blue outside 
my window. The grass is green under the drifting brown leaves. Squirrels are 
frolicking about and climbing the oak tree. The blue jays are noisy but give a 
welcome touch of color, this most lovely winter morning. I always feel these days 
before the miracle of Christmas,are sacred and very precious. Shakespeare has 
said it for us. “Some say that even gainst that season comes wherein our Saviour's 
birth is celebrated, the bird of dawning singest all night long. The nights are 
hallowed then, and no unholy spirit dares stir abroad.” Wouldn't we love to be- 
lieve that! How much we need to stop and listen to the Christmas angels singing 
above this Strife of Nations. The old old story of love and peace and goodwill to 
MeN» 


Sunday night we heard the Christmas Vespers at Wellesley College. Such a 
lovely chorus of young voices singing the carols of many nations who honor the 
birth of Christ, and last night we went to Symphony Hall in Boston and heard the 
"Messiah," a grand way to begin the Christmas Season. 


This morning I have been looking over old scrap books in which I have 
pasted the letters I have sent to you at Christmas since we came home from China 
twenty-one years ago. We are all of us deeply anxious about China today. Some- 
times people ask me questions about it which I cannot answer. "Is it really hope- 
less in China?" No, I feel sure it is note I am thinking much of China today. 
Back of the curtain of war are the people we love. I seem to see again the light 
op Purple Mountain, purple and gold in the sunshine. I surely can see the old 
red drum tower, brooding over the city as it has stood more than 600 years. There 
are long lines of little donkeys coming into the city for the early market. 
Children are playing in the streets--dirty, cheerful and brown. I see toothless 
old grandmothers caring for the baby at the house door, and I remember Juda Ma, my 
children’s amah, sitting sewing with her knotted old fingers and making every 
patch and darn a thing of beauty. She whose rough hands were surprisingly gentle 
on hot little foreheads. She came to me at last and told me she was going back to 
her old home in a village across the river. "But Juda Ma, I can't do without yous" 
"But I must go," she said, “none of my people are Christians, and how would I feel 
when I get to heaven if none of my people came." — 


There was Hwang Tai Tai (great lady) one of my first neighbors. She 
was a beautiful Christian woman who belonged in the official class. She did not 
speak much English, and I could understand no Cantonese; but there is a language 
of love which can always be understood. She in her lovely garments came to my 
meetings with the neighborhood women; and spoke to them with such gracious dignity 
and kindness in a language they could understand. There was Mrs. Lee, another 
neighbor, who came and helped my stumbling Chinese. Her lovely little girls played 
with ours in the grassy compound. 


Djang Fang, a little boy of eight, was the son of our Chinese teacher. 
He had very black hair and eyes and was very bright. Sometimes I took care of a 
cut finger or a sore throat. He graduated from the university in which he has 
given twenty-five years of service. He was our first ordained minister from the 
Yale Divinity School, He is headmaster in the very large middle school of Nanking 
University. This Christmas his son, Andrew Chang, is coming to be with us. He 
is taking work in Chemistry as a graduate student at Lafayette College in Easton, 
Pennsylvania. We regard his father as our son in China and so Andrew signs himself 
my grandson. 


I cannot help but remember our blind boy, Teh Gwan (obtain light). He 
had a baby organ and played it through long sleepy summer afternoons. He had 
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been taught the Braille System and made his own books out of old newspapers. He 
knew Literally hundreds of hymns, most of the Gospels, all of the Psalms, and many 
of the Prophesies. 


The Chen family were our good neighbors and life-long friends. Chen Lao 
Bap was the builder of most of the university buildings. Madame Chen was the mother 
of 5 large fine family of handsome children. The oldest son, Dr. Y. G. Chen, has 
been the president of Nanking University for twenty-one years. 


Of happy memory is our cook, Ying Hong, who stayed with us twenty-three 
years. He could neither read nor write but became a wonderful cook, somewhat 
famous for his delicious meals: There was Lao Dong, a tall Shantung man with an 
inscrutable face, but who loved flowers and animals. He plowed my garden with an 
old yellow ox and made it a place of beauty. Once he brought home a baby calf, born 
out on the cold hillside. He wrapped the little dogie in my ironing blanket and 
built a fire in the stable to warm it. He was the one at Christmas who scoured the 
hills to find an evergreen tree for us and brought in great pots of the lovely 
heavenly bamboo and the deliciously fragrant yellow flowered "Mea Lwa." Christmas 
was most especially lovely in old gray Nanking with nurses from the hospital in 
white uniforms standing outside on Christmas Eve--red letters on their cap, "Jesus 
has come to earth.": Pastor Swen, the good shepherd of our church, in whose manse 
we shared so many delicious meals: I remember very clearly the early struggling 
days of the new university students crowded into inadequate buildings; teaching 
staff always overworked; money always short; the strength and vitality of the 
crowding students; the buildings for which the money had been slowly and painfully 
gathered always in use before the roofs were on, or glass in the windows; the big, 
bare, ugly campus slowly yielding to shrubs and vines and growing into symmetry and 
beauty; the students streaming across the campus, hard working, serious, too busy, 
coming in sometimes, tired and cold, to have tea and cookies and peanuts with us. 


As I fold away my sheaf of letters and put away my old scrapbooks, I find 
it bas given me courage to write to you in these troubled days. I thought for 
awhile I could not do it; there seemed to be nothing I could say. But I can only 
say in answer to questions about China what I find in my heart--NO, CHINA WILL NOT 
FAIL. I quote something which I heard from Dr. Hodons, "The real riches of China 
is in her people." I think everyone who has Lived and worked in China will agree 
in that, The people have not failed. Long suffering, hard working, patient, they 
will stand fast and face mighty issues. Not guns, but bread and peace they need-= 
what we must give them. 


I had thought I could not write this letter, but I would miss you, all 
of you, so much if I did not hear from you. One year ago today I fell on the 
stairsteps at Richard's in Wellesley and broke my collarbone and my wrist. I 
stayed seven weeks in Wellesley with Allen and Dorethy. With such tender care from 
them and the skill of Dr. Carol Larson, who met us at the accident door of the 
Newton Hospital, I came home in February with my bones all healed and as good as 
new. The Walter Tongs with their children, who are from the Philippines, lived 
here with me for a year. They moved out in March, and my little house was lonely 
again after the cheerful laughter and fun of a happy family. In May a very dear 
friend, Mrs. Nolen R. Best, came and stayed with me until August. "Spike is happy 
with the Tongs and "Cheewere" with Mrs. Eldridge close by» And I am happy to tell 
you my sister, Winifred Caldwell, has come to spend the winter with me. The old 
homestead in South Salem, Ohio, is closed until Spring. She is the perfect answer 
to my longing and prayer for someone to come and stay with me. We read together 
and work together and travel down iong roads of memory into our childhood days. 


Our best news of all is that Mary's twin boys, Robert and James Cochran 
are on their way home from Peiping, China, to live with "Aunt Freddy" and me and 
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go to school at the Newton High School. John came home in August and is at 
Deerfield Academy, where the twin boys (who are 16) are to go in September. 

Dr. Cochran and Mary and Ann (11) will go for a year to the Hackett Medical School, 
Canton, Their work at the Taylor Memorial Hospital in Pao ting fu in North China 
having closed for the present. Mary writes from Peiping, "It was a horrible 
wrench to see our two fine boys leave us. They have faults, but they are truly a 
grand pair--loving, unsophisticated, funny and dear. Bob hated to leave his old 
affectionate gander who honks when he sees him and snuggles up to him with his old 
yellow beak. We are having to eat the old noisy rooster for dinner today without 
much appetite. These fowls have been raised by the boys since they hatched. Bob 
and Jim both begged to be sent home to Gramy's house. They said, ‘Don't send us 
to the Shanghai School; we will wash all the dishes and do the marketing; we will 
get jobs to help. Write to Gramy. I bet she will take us in.'" Yes, Gramy will 
take them in with open arms. 


This letter is too long, but it carries so much love to each one of you, 
hoping that this year peace will come. 


With the Season's Greetings 
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Rockefeller Center 
New York 
20 
December 22, 1947 


Dear Mrs. Speers 


Because your husband was so vigorous physically 
and so vital in his personality, because I have had 
happy association with him in many good works all my 
life, because of the deep spiritual influence he has 
had on hundreds and thousands of people throughout 
the world, because of the new hope and faith which 
he has brought to so many, I cannot think of him as 
no longer with us but rejoice to feel that he is 
with us in spirit and always will be. Much as we 
miss him, we can but be grateful for his wonderful 
life, extended over so long a span, nor can we do 
other than rejoice for him in that he has at length 
entered into his richly deserved reward. 


How hard it is to live continuously on the 
mountaintop and how difficult it is not to be over- 
come at times with the sorrow and the sense of loss 
that creeps over one in the shaded places of the 
valley, I well know. That the hidden sources of 
strength and power to which you have had access all 
your life may supply you with the comfort and the 
strength which you so sorely need in these days of 
readjustment is my earnest hope and prayer. 


Mrs. Rockefeller joins me in this tribute to 
your husband and in these expressions of sorrow 
and of affectionate regard for you. 


Very sincArely, 
Mrs. Robert E.Spee * 


Lakeville 
Connecticut 


815, FIFTH AVENUE 


CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE, NEW YORK™ TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY 


December 12, 1947 


Mrs, Robert E. Speer 
825 Montgomery Avenue 
Bryn Mawr, Penne. 
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Dear Mrs. Speer: ‘ 


I have just been down to the First Church for a conference with Ry das 

Miss Weiss, checking up on all of the deteils for the Memorial Service BEWVG 
for Dr. Speer on next Monday afternoon, and I am writing you herewith to Atti 
give you the latest information: eS 
i 

(1) Seating, The first three pews directly in front of the lectern @ 
will be reserved for you and the other members of the family. I suggested 
that the pews in front of the lectern, rather then the three pews in front 
of the pulpit, be reserved for you, because on account of the Christmas 
decorations, which are already in the churen, and because of the height f 
of the pulpit, it would be necessary for you all to strain your necks in bi 
order to hear. By sitting in front of the lectern you can have a much 
easier time listening to the remarks to be made by the three speakers. 
This is the plan we followed in connection with the Memorial Service for 
Dr. McAfee, and I think you will like it. 


Directly behind your femily, 150 seats are being reserved for 
representatives of the Foreign Board and Princeton Theological Seminary. 
Directly across the aisle, in front of the pulpit, 150 seats are being re- 
served for representatives of the Federal Council of Churches and the For- 
eign Missions Conference. All of these seats will be held by the ushers 
until 4:25 P.M. 


(2) Flowers. Miss Weiss had some trouble in getting just the kind 
of chrysanthemums you would like, because of the lateness of the season, 
but she reported to me this morning that she has gotten in touch with 
some woman who has secured them, and that they will be placed on the Com- 
munion Table in the particular bowl you mentioned, as you requested, 


(3) Hymms. The two hymns, namely "He that Would Valiant Be" to the 
tune of Monks Gate and "The Sands of Time are Sinking", will be posted on 
the Bulletin Board, as the service is to proceed without announcement, 


(4) Ushers. There will be ten ushers in all, two each from the 
church, the Foreign Board, Princeton Seminary, Federal Council and Foreign 
Missions Conference, under the direction of Dr. Lloyd Ruland, who will act 
as head usher. 


I expect to be at the church not later than 5:45 P.M. for a 
final check-up. 


It was impossible for us to send you a supply of the printed in- 
vitations, because on account of the delay by the printer we did not re- 
ceive the invitations until yesterday toward noon, If any of your friends n 
(Over) 


turn up at the church at 4 P.M., they will not mind being seated at that 
early hour, I am sure, as there will be en unusually large attendance. 


Very sincerely yours, 
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HENRY R. LUCE 
9 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW YORK 20 


November 15th, 1948. 


Dear Mrs. Speer:— 


I am just leaving to make a 
speech in the Midwest which mother wanted me to 
undertake but before leaving, I do want to thank 
you for your loving message. 


It seems to me that in nearly 
every one of ny last visits with mother, there 
was talk of the Speers. That will tell you how 
very much you meant to her -- and to me, too. I 
do not know how to say all that is in my heart — 
so I will just leave it at that for the moment. 


With affection and esteem, 


Sincer yours, 


Mrs. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, 
Connecticut. 


Founded 1689 
Chartered 1711 


Dear Mrs. 


I am 


THE WILLIAM PENN CHARTER SCHOOL 
Pinenurst, ScHoot LANE 
PHILADELPHIA 44, PENNSYLVANIA 


Joun F. GuMMERE, Pu.D. 


April 5, 1948. 


Speer: 


more than a trifle late in replying to your letter 


of March 19th. A busy Lenten, Easter, and post-Easter season 


forced me 


to wait until I could devote more thought to your 


inquiry about the music which I played at Dr. Speer's memorial 


service. Unfortunately, I made no record of it,- except in 


memory, and this been stimulated by the comments of kind friends 


who were there and expressed comment on this or that selection. 


In addition to the congregational hymns, I believe I used: 


Two 


and 


Chorale Preludes by J. S.- Bach 
"Our Father who art in heaven" 
"Hark", a voice saith, "All are mortal" 


the following hymns: 

Jesus, lover of my soul 

Abide with me 

Jerusalem, the golden 

O Love that wilt not let me go 
Lead, kindly light 

Nearer my God to Thee 

Peace, perfect peace 

Rock of Ages 


Perhaps you may recall the names of one or two other hymns. 


If your "at home" evening should be one for which I am 


not already committed, I shall be happy to come over for a 


short time for some hymn singing with your Bible Class. 


With kind personal regards and the hope that I shall have 


the pleasure of meeting you sometime at Church, I remain, 


Cordially yours, 


Chertuin FT rosea Se 


Headmaster 
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(CORPORATE TITLE “THE TRUSTEES OF UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN VIRGINIA") 
FOUNDED IN !I81l2 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE, NEW YORK" 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 98—2000 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY MSM WELLS Heb 1b VG 


September 13, 198 


Mrs. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 


Dear irs. Speer: 


lly reply to your letter of August 2nd, has been delayed 
untal my return from vacation. I wish to acknowledge, with very deep 
gratitude, on behalf of all of our missionaries, the gift of the 
thousand copies of "Five Minutes a Day." These arrived and are 
ready to be mailed out to our scattered missionary families just 
as soon as we receive from you the little folder which you are 
preparing to be enclosed with each copy. 


I was especially interested in the first pragraph of 
your letter in which you report final conclusion reached by you and 
the other members of the family concerning a possible biography of 
Dr. Speer and a possible memorial project in his name. I know 
what a difficult decision this has been to make in view of the many 
great values that might come to the Christian movement through a 
well written biography covering the significant Christian movements 
related to the life and service of Dr. Speer. However, I would not 
question your decision, given at least in part in deference to the 
expressed wishes of Dr. Speer before his death. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Llp eae 


LSRsrr Lloyd S. Ruland. 


